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Israel revamps its priority system for
deceased donor organs

In an effort to increase the number of deceased organ donors, Israel has revamped its
allocation system to give priority to those who have themselves signed up to donate, and
to their relatives and the relatives of previous donors.

New Law For Organ Donation In Israel: Increased Priority For Those Who Are Prepared
To Donate

"An article published Online First and in The Lancet reports that a unique new law comes
into effect in Israel in January, 2010. It states that people who are prepared to sign donor
cards themselves receive priority when they are in need of an organ transplant. In
addition, increased priority is given to first degree relatives of those who have signed
donor cards, to first degree relatives of those who have died and given organs, and to live
donors of a kidney, liver lobe or lung lobe who have donated for as yet undesignated
recipients. The article is the work of Professor Jacob Lavee, Director of the Heart
Transplantation Unit, Sheba Medical Centre, Ramat Gan, and the Israel Transplant
Centre, and colleagues. ™

"There are different levels of priority concerning the different situations. A transplant
candidate with a first-degree relative who has signed a donor card would be given half
the allocation priority that is given to a transplant candidate who has signed his or her
own donor card. Then again, a transplant candidate with a first-degree relative who
donated organs after death or who was an eligible live non-directed organ donor would be
given allocation priority 1.5 times greater than that given to candidates who have signed
their own donor cards. Among candidates with the same number of allocation points,
organs will be allocated first to prioritization-eligible candidates. Regardless of the new
law, patients in urgent need of a heart, lung, or liver transplant due to their serious
condition will continue to receive priority. However, in the event that two such people are
eligible for the same organ, their priority status under the new law would decide who
receives the organ. Candidates under 18 and those unable to express their wishes due to
physical or mental disability will retain their priority status versus an adult who merits
priority."

This priority system is more nuanced than the one enshrined in Singapore law. And of
course legislation on a national scale gives donors a priority for all deceased donor
organs, not just those from like-minded donors, which is the path being taken by
Lifesharers.
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